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As we head into the fall I am putting a lot of effort 

into our next trip to Ethiopia.  I am praying, planning, 

meeting with folks, and studying.  The scheduled 

dates are June 13 ï June 24.  Our last trip was in 2009 

with only four people.  The 2011 trip has a roster of 

thirteen so far.   

 

The purpose of the trip is to fellowship with a few of 

the 38 churches El Bethel (the Ethiopian congregation 

that rents from us) planted in Ethiopia.  These 

churches are in a remote part of this east African na-

tion standing on the border it shares with Kenya.  The 

name of the area is Yabello.  The plan is to worship 

with the communities that we visit, provide a worship 

event for the children of each, and introduce solar 

cookers as an environmentally friendly way to prepare 

food.    

 

Additionally, the team expects to visit the Presbyte-

rian missionary, Carolyn Weber, in the capital, Addis 

Ababa, see historic sites such as Lalibela, and appreci-

ate the significance of John 13.35 in new ways.   

Ms. Weber teaches at a seminary in the capital.  She  

looks forward to our visit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The historic site called Lalibela is actually eleven Or- 

thodox churches.  The unique thing about these 

churches is that they are all carved out of rock.  Each 

and every church is made out of solid red rock and 

dates back to the 12th century.   

 

As far as appreciating John 13.35 in new ways, John 

13 tells us that they will know that we are Jesusô dis-

ciples by the love we extend toward one another.  The 

team will experience this profoundly as it learns to 

love across cultural, language, and geographical dis-

tances.   

 

 

We Take The Bible Seriously 
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Pastor Nathan and his wife Beth Beall 

Lalibela is the  home of the eleven Orthodox churches built 

carved and rock. 
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All in all, this is a tremendous opportunity for the mission of the Historic First Presbyterian Church (HFPC).  

The trip not only involves those going, but it involves the whole congregation.  Success for this journey will re-

quire the prayers of the entire congregation.  Another way to support this mission is with giving.  Parts for the 

solar cookers and food for the demonstrations will cost money.  An individual may want to assist a team member 

cover their trip expenses.  The total cost for each individual will be about $2,500 USD.  Another need is to fi-

nance Pastor Asfawôs airline ticket.  He is a valuable part of the team in that he grew up in Ethiopia.  HFPC has 

set up an account to receive funds.  Everything helps.  

 

 

 

  

We are all one team:  the folks going on the trip and 

the entire HFPC family.  Success will take all of us 

by the grace of God in the name of Jesus Christ by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.   
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Solar cookers provide an  environmentally friendly way to prepare 

food. 

Pastor Nathan enjoys  fellowship in rural Southern Ethiopia 


